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ABSTRACT 

Kruchinina, O. Yu. International Non-Governmental Organizations for Peace and 

Security: Institutional and Functional Dimensions. – Qualificative research paper as a 

manuscript. 

The thesis for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the Specialty 291 – 

 International Relations  Public Communications and Regional Studies   – Lviv 

Polytechnic National University. – Lviv, 2021. 

Global development is characterized by continuous transformations, that result in 

constant changes in the states of cooperation and / or conflict between the participants 

of international interactions, as a result of their different responses to global security 

challenges and threats in particular. In this context, the formation of an effective system 

of international security in the third millennium is the most pressing challenge for 

modern human civilization, both in light of its preservation in general, and to ensure the 

stable functioning of individual states likewise other actors in international relations. 

Unfortunately, long-term peace is an unattainable goal for the international community 

in contemporary world. Therefore, the formation and functioning of an effective and 

comprehensive system of international security at the regional and global levels is 

utmost acute issue nowadays.  



Experiencing constant geopolitical changes provoked by rapid information 

development, alongside with long-term international conflicts, the modern international 

relations system lucks qualitatively new approaches to solving problems in the field of 

peace and security. Undoubtedly, the international civil society is intensified and 

mobilized by this. Therefore, the structure of international politics is rapidly becoming 

more complicated, as non-state actors are beginning to play a significant role in it. The 

special place among those is occupied by international non-governmental organizations. 

The need to create and intensify their activities is predetermined by the complexity of 

global communications in the international community, and the need to use the latter as 

a mean of information exchange between states. 

At the present stage of development of global civil society, non-governmental 

organizations, as its important components, are considered a real and effective tool to 

influence the existing system of international relations. Therefore, the growing scientific 

interest of researchers is towards the expansion of the spheres of activity and 

functioning of international non-governmental organizations in the modern system of 

international relations. However, despite the existence of a significant number of 

scientific papers analyzing the nature, specifics and role of international NGOs in 

various areas of their functioning, the national literature still does not sufficiently cover 

the achievements of NGOs in peace and security through the prism of institutional and 

functional dimensions of their activities. The study of the influence of international non-

governmental organizations on the maintenance of peace and security becomes 

especially relevant in the context of modern state-building and integration processes in 

Ukraine. The point is that our country is facing a significant number of security 

challenges and is forced to respond to the annexation and occupation of its territories, as 

well as to carry out large-scale socio-economic and political transformations, and 

Ukrainian citizens must be ready for new forms of political activity, including 

international. 

In the introduction the relevance of the topic is justified, defines the purpose and 

objectives; the object and subject of research are defined; scientific novelty is 

formulated; methodological tools are identified; the theoretical and practical 



significance of the results are outlined; the preliminary approbation of the research 

results is highlighted; and the structure and volume of the work are presented.  

In the first chapter entitled “Theoretical and Methodological Principles of Research 

of International Non-Governmental Organizations in the Field of Peace and Security”  

the state of study of the topic and the source base of research on the functioning of 

international non-governmental organizations and their activities aimed at achieving 

peace and security are revealed. The conceptual and theoretical foundations and 

methodological tools for identifying the role of international non-governmental 

organizations in maintaining peace and security in the international system are analyzed. 

In the second chapter entitled “The Role of Non-Governmental Organizations in 

the System of International Relations: Security Context”  the essence and specifics of 

international non-governmental organizations are revealed, the criteria for their 

classification are defined; on this basis peacekeeping and security non-governmental 

organizations are systematized.  

The third chapter “Institutional Features of International Non-Governmental 

Organizations in the Field of Peace and Security” analyzes the institutional specifics of 

peacekeeping and security international non-governmental organizations and on this 

basis identifies the institutional mechanism for their effective functioning; highlights the 

security interaction of international non-governmental organizations with other 

international actors to ensure peace and security.  

The fourth chapter entitled “Peacekeeping and Security Potential of International 

Non-Governmental Organizations: Global and National Aspects” examines the 

functional dimension of these institutions by defining functions and forms of activity of 

international non-governmental organizations in resolving modern international 

conflicts and preventing their occurrence; emphasis is placed on the advantages and 

disadvantages of involving international non-governmental organizations in solving 

peacekeeping and security problems in Ukraine, and recommendations for improving 

their effectiveness in resolving the military conflict in eastern Ukraine are proposed.  

The conclusions summarize the main results of the study. 



It is stated that today international non-governmental organizations are new 

subjects of international relations, realizing the global tasks of society in the political, 

economic, legal, social, cultural and other spheres and influencing the dynamics of the 

world community. It is determined that one of the most significant features of the 

system of modern international relations is the growing number of non-governmental 

organizations that create complex networks and provide connections between people 

around the world. It is also noted that the effectiveness of the implementation of civic 

initiatives at the global level is influenced, in fact, by the presence of a global network 

of international non-governmental organizations. 

Based on scientific approaches to the interpretation of "civil society" and "global 

civil society", it is concluded that international non-governmental organizations are the 

defining elements of the global civil society. It is emphasized that the study of 

international non-governmental organizations in terms of functional dimension is 

differentiated depending on the specific area of their activities. It was also stated that the 

sphere of peace and security is one of the highest priorities in the system of international 

relations, as modern states are not able to face the challenges and threats of the global 

world on their own. 

The concept of "international non-governmental organization" is proposed, which 

means a special form of association of civil society representatives from around the 

world, created on the basis of constituent documents, registered in accordance with the 

national legislation of one state principles, usually founded by private or non-state legal 

entities, and its activities comply with the principles and norms of international law, do 

not pursue a commercial purpose and take place on the territory of at least two states. 

Security and peacekeeping international non-governmental organizations are 

systematized, according to the sphere of their activity three groups are distinguished: 

peacekeeping, information-analytical institutions, security. It is specified that the 

normative-legal regulation of the activity of international non-governmental 

organizations is carried out in the context of two levels: international legal regulation 

and self-regulation. 



The study of the institutional dimension made it possible to identify the 

characteristic features of the institutional structure, thanks to which an institutional 

mechanism for the effective functioning of an international non-governmental 

organization in the field of peace and security has been developed. It is stated that an 

international non-governmental organization, like any subject of international relations, 

is surrounded by a certain institutional environment, without which it is unable to 

function. Two models of interaction of international non-governmental organizations 

with governments and intergovernmental organizations are analyzed: the first model 

provides for direct interaction between a non-governmental organization and a 

government; the second model is implemented indirectly through a donor organization, 

which can be any intergovernmental organization, public or private fund. 

A comprehensive analysis of the functional dimension of international non-

governmental organizations in the field of peace and security has made it possible to 

identify their functions and characterize the relevant forms of work carried out by 

international non-governmental organizations to resolve international conflicts and 

prevent their occurrence. Based on the analysis of the activities of international non-

governmental organizations involved in solving peacekeeping and security problems in 

Ukraine, the advantages and disadvantages of their work are highlighted. According to 

the review of real programs and projects of international non-governmental 

organizations, recommendations have been developed for their effective involvement in 

the settlement of the military conflict in Ukraine. For the first time, tools have been 

proposed that should be used by international non-governmental organizations in 

addressing security and peacekeeping issues in Ukraine. 

From a practical point of view, the dissertation materials will help increase the 

efficiency of international non-governmental organizations while involving them in 

solving and preventing current challenges in the field of peace and security. The 

findings of the study can be used to develop recommendations for the effective 

involvement of international non-governmental organizations in resolving the Russian-

Ukrainian military conflict, which will ultimately contribute to a more effective 

settlement of peacekeeping and security issues in Ukraine. In addition, the conclusions 



and provisions of the dissertation can be used in the development of new editions of the 

"National Security Strategy of Ukraine", as well as the preparation of scientific papers, 

textbooks and special courses in political science, in particular during the development 

and teaching of special courses "International Non-Governmental Organizations   and 

also in the educational process at the philosophical, sociological and legal faculties of 

universities during the reading of the courses "Political Science", "International 

Organizations", "Theory of International Relations", etc. 

The special role of international non-governmental organizations in achieving 

peace and security, preventing and resolving conflicts at the interstate and domestic 

levels is emphasized. It is noted that from the institutional and functional point of view, 

the activity of such international actors is important for solving security problems, in 

particular for achieving lasting peace and restoring the territorial integrity of Ukraine. 

Keywords: international non-governmental organization, non-governmental 

organization, peace, security, international security, danger, international actor, state, 

UN, civil society, protection of human rights, Ukraine, international conflict, Russian-

Ukrainian conflict. 
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